Yun Jao

4/17/2008

Scarlet Ibis



A South bird, with scarlet feathers, white beak, about the size of a chicken, and paired with two long legs, was known as the scarlet ibis. The short story by James Hurst was named after this bird. “The Scarlet Ibis”, but it weren’t just all about the bird. Instead of the main subject to discuss in the story, the bird symbolizes a physically challenged boy. Doodle, who was born tiny and weak, wasn’t expected to live. As a cripple himself, he disappointed his older brother of his invalid body condition to do normal activities. As a result, Doodle’s older brother had tried to turn him into the brother he wanted, but ended with a tragedy.

Death, and the symbols that related to it, was mentioned early in the beginning of the story; which was what had became of the scarlet ibis and Doodle. Both characters shared similar situations. With fragile body conditions, Doodle became fatigue and reached outside of his limits, he departed with his life. Misfortune fell upon his family, and it all came from his selfish brother. Doodle’s brother, as the narrator of the story, realized his mistake of taking pride greatly that took all the care for Doodle away in his heart. The narrator had high expectations for his younger brother after the first try of teaching him how to walk alone.

Ever since the pride grew inside the narrator, he begun to teach Doodle more moves. Basically like normal people’s actions; such as running, swimming, climbing trees, fights, and etc. The two boys believed in the narrator’s infallibility. So they set the deadline for these accomplishments, which was less than a year away. Consequently, Doodle was falling behind the schedule. Heartlessly, the narrator eventually pushed Doodle harder to work twice as the effort. Ignoring the doctor’s reminder, the narrator trained Doodle the way he wanted, he was proud of Doodle.

The discovery of the unusual bird was made by Doodle at that particular afternoon. Exhausted as the bird was, it croaked for several times after the chase from the storm. It was resting on the topmost branch of the bleeding tree in Doodle family’s yard. Of all the flight and none resting journey, forcing into the yard, falling down from the tree, the bird had ended its life. Doodle decided to bury the dead bird. Lost his appetite and was very weary and tired, he didn’t eat anything and followed his brother into the creek. The moment just happened when a storm rose from the southwest. Running home without waiting Doodle, the narrator got upset that Doodle had failed him and all his plans make Doodle stronger had came to naught. Doodle had fallen behind as the narrator ran home. Just before the narrator got tired, the childish thoughts of ignore Doodle and his selfishness evanesced. Therefore, the narrator ran back to look for Doodle, but everything was too late. Resulted from drain all of energy, Doodle bleed from the mouth, dyed his neck and down to his shirt to red, showing vermilion all over; Doodle had left this world.

This short story ended with narrator remembered the scene of the vision of the dead scarlet ibis. His regretful tears blurred his sight, he found Doodle dead. Because of the harsh training that he did for Doodle, which was actually only for his own sake, with a frail body health, Doodle was too weak to do anything more. Connecting to the scarlet ibis, both characters were worn out in a great deal of efforts. Dying from the same reason, the scarlet ibis describes Doodle just right as they both died in red. Although the story wasn’t pleasant and was a sorrowful ending, it teaches all of us a lesson; no matter how bad or how embarrassed you were, never force your family member just for your own profit. The narrator learned this the harder way and that caused him to screamed and cried with regret.
