Pieces of Islam
By Little Fey---3/19/2007


The Arabian Peninsula
Arabia is located on a peninsula, which is a type of island that is surrounded by bodies of water on 3 sides. The lands are mostly made of sand, deserts. As a result of its location: around Africa, Europe, and India. Its location also leads to a rapid spread of Islam. There in Mecca, Muhammad the prophet was born, marking the beginning of Islam.
Life of Muhammad
Muhammad was born in 570 C.E., losing his parents and became an orphan in his young age, Muhammad became very independent. He grew up with his uncle, along with the nomads (Desert traders who travel with livestock to survive) they’re traveling with. Muhammad soon became a well-trained nomad by then. He later worked for a widow named Kadijah and married her as his 25th year’s coming up. Another day he went praying to cave Hira, where he met an angel named Gabriel. Surprisingly, Gabriel was sent by Allah—the name of God in Islam--to deliver sacred messages to Muhammad, which he then had to preach the meanings, or revelations, to the public. These revelations were later transferred onto a sacred book called the Qur’an. Followers of Muhammad supported and helped him with his teachings, but most of others people in Mecca rejected to his ideas because Muhammad’s ideas are mostly about monotheism, the belief in one only God. Polytheists started a boycott which merchants denied to sell their products to anyone. Muhammad then fled to Medina through the threatening actions taken by the rejecters, and went on a Night Journey, which he prayed to the God and past prophets like him. In Medina a battle was started and Muhammad defeated the rejecters with his followers. At Ka’ba, a religious center built by Abraham for God, Muhammad and his followers destroyed the multiple statues of polytheists. At last he delivered his Last Sermon.
The Qur’an and the Sunnah
The Qur’an included sacred revelations that Allah wanted Muhammad to teach to the people. On the other side, Sunnah, are just certain practices that Muslims needed to do for life. Both of these are very crucial to the Muslims.
The 5 Pillars of Faith
1st Pillar: Shahadah—is the belief of “God”, not “god”.
2nd Pillar: Salat—is to pray to the God five times a day.

3rd Pillar: Zakat—is the giving of food, clothing and money to the poor.

4th Pillar: Siyam—is to fast (Going without food and drinks) during the month of Ramadan from dawn to dusk—if the sun’s seen.

5th Pillar: Hajj—is to go on a pilgrimage (Religious journey) once in Muslim’s lifetime.

Jihad
Jihad is the struggle of Muslims. The purpose of Jihad is mostly, to train Muslims into better people. For example, it would be painful to struggle and to feel stress; this can force the Muslims to experience the pain part of life and so they will learn to get over with it and learn a lesson. Also Muslims will learn to reform society, and to correct injustice during their lifetime. The whole Muslim community will grow rapidly with the process Jihad.
